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“Making the Most of Your Visit and Interview”

By G. Gary Ripple, Ph.D
Questions Interviewers Might Ask You

WHAT ARE YOUR GOALS?

· Have any of your major goals changed recently? How and why?

· What will be the “good life” for you twenty years from now?

· How do you define success? Are you satisfied with your accomplishments?

· Why do you work hard (not so hard)?

· Have you set any academic goals? Have you met them? If not, why not?

· What are your college and career goals?

HOW WELL DO YOU KNOW YOUR STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES?

· In what ways are you like your parents? How are you different?

· If I visited your school for a few days, what would I find is your role in the school community? What would your teachers say were your greatest strengths as a person, as a student; likewise, what about your weaknesses?

· In a sentence or two, what points about yourself would you like to leave with me so that I can present your strongest side to our committee on admissions?
· What kind of person would you like to become? What would you most like to change about yourself?

· How do you learn best? Do you do best in a competitive atmosphere? Do you work best independently or with others? Are you self-motivated or do you need close personal attention from your teachers?
· What extracurricular activities at school have been most important to you? Have you shown any special commitment to or competence in them? What about activities outside school? What’s the relative importance to you of academics vs. extracurricular activities?
· How would others describe your role in either your school or home community? What significant contributions have you made in either area?

· Perhaps the toughest question of all: Would your best friend, your parents, or your school counselor agree with the picture of yourself as you have just described it (if your answer is no, you’d better do some more thinking!)?

· Do you believe that you are adequately prepared for a college curriculum?

· How confident are you about your writing? How often do you write papers?

· What one trait is your most important?

· What have you learned about yourself or other people from experience X (for example, a leadership position, or moving several times while growing up)?

WHAT ARE YOUR VALUES? HOW HAVE THEY BEEN FORMED OR CHANGED?

· When you imagine yourself going to college, how do you see yourself spending your most satisfying moments?

· Do you have contemporary heroes? Historical heroes?

· What events would you deem crucial in your life thus far?

· Describe some things you have really come indignant over in the past year.

· If I could hand you my telephone and let you talk to any one person living, to whom would you like to talk? Why?

· If I said you had $10,000 to spend in a year between high school and college, how would you spend the money and time?
· If you were chosen as the new principal in your high school, what would be your first move?

· What events or experiences in your life so far have had the greatest influence on your growth and thinking – on making you the person you are today?

· What have you enjoyed most about your high school experience? If you could live these last few years over again, what would you do differently?

· Which relationships are most important to you? Why? Describe your best friends. Are they mostly similar to or different from you?

· How has your environment – school, family, the town you live in – influenced your way of thinking? Have they mostly served to expand or to circumscribe your life and activities?

· What bothers you the most about the world around you? If you had the opportunity to change the world, where would you start?

· What have you gained from your (athletic, school, club, etc.) activities?

INDIVIDUALITY

· After you graduate, what is it about you that your high school will miss most?

· What pressures do you feel operating on you in society to conform? Describe ways in which you and your friends “go your own way.”

· What do you feel sets you apart as an individual in your school?

· Have you ever thought of not going to college? What would you do?

INTELLECTUAL INTERESTS & POTENTIAL
· Where and when do you find yourself most stimulated intellectually?
· What books or articles have made a lasting impression on your way of thinking? Have you read deeply into any one author or field?

· What are your academic interests and preferences? Which courses have you enjoyed the most? Which have been the most difficult for you?

· Briefly describe your course of study.

· Which are your favorite subjects? Why?

· How much time do you spend studying or doing homework each night?

· What subjects are hardest for you? Easiest?

· What subject is your favorite? Your least favorite? Why?

· Tell me about your musical interests.

· Do you write outside of school? What type of writing?

· Describe a project or assignment that you particularly enjoyed and how you went about completing it.

· If you had to convince someone who hates (insert student’s favorite subject) that it can be worthwhile and interesting to study, what would you say?

INTEREST IN SCHOOL; ABILITY TO CONTRIBUTE TO SCHOOL

· What is the most significant contribution you’ve made to your school?

· What do you feel that you have to offer (Name of College)?

· What characteristics of a college do you consider to be most important?

· How much prior research have you done about (Name of College)?

· Why did you choose the particular activities you did?

· How often do you write for the school newspaper?

· What activities might you pursue further if you came to (Name of College)?

· Why a liberal arts college? Why (Name of College)?

· What factors will you weight most heavily in deciding to which colleges to apply?

· What kind of environment do you want in college?

· What are you looking for in a University?

OTHERS

· What have you read, seen, or heard about (Name of College) that you don’t like? What rumors can I confirm or deny?

· Is there anything you’d like to toss into the interview as a parting comment?

· After a long, hard day, what do you most enjoy doing? What do you do for fun? For relaxation?

· What are the major problems at your high school these days?

· How would you rate the quality of instruction at your school?

· How would you evaluate the counseling services of your school?

· How do you spend your summers and vacation periods?

· How do you feel about your most recent grades?

· How demanding is your secondary school?
· How do you feel about your teachers? Which one is most exciting? Why?

· Have you won any academic awards or earned any particular academic recognition?

· Is there anything more you’d like to tell me about your academic record?

· Have you earned any varsity letters?

· What have been the satisfactions and frustrations with some of your leadership roles?

· Is there anything that we’ve not talked about that you would like to discuss? Is there anything that we have discussed that you’d like to tell me more about?

· What would you like to talk about?

· Can you subtract 1/5 from 1/3 mentally?

· What have you read for fun recently?

· What would you do if you didn’t get into any of the schools to which you’d make application?

· What you think of the best educated people you know as friends, or friends of your family, what are the characteristics which are most impressive? How do you connect those qualities with the kind of education they have pursued?
Questions to Ask the College
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ACADEMICS

· When do you choose a major? How difficult is it to change majors in your senior year? How many students do it?
· How many students will be in your freshman class this year?

· What is the average class size in the freshman year? Overall?

· What are the smallest class sizes? The largest?

· Do graduate students teach undergraduates?

· Do faculty maintain office hours?

· How successful is the career center in helping students find employment?

· Are students involved in the evaluation of instructors?

· What percentage of the faculty is tenured?

· Do professors have any policy on class attendance?

· How is registration handled?

· Are certain courses hard to get into? What percent?

· What is the farthest distance between academic buildings?

· Is there an honor code? Does it work?

· How are students advised about which courses to take?

DORM LIFE

· What percentage of your students are housed on campus?

· What percent live off-campus? Commute from home?

· How many students are assigned to a room?

· Are the bathrooms public or private?

· Are there coed dorms? By floor? Wing? How?

· What services are provided? (Kitchens, laundry, air conditioning, etc.)

· How are roommates chosen? Can I room with a friend?

· What if my roommate and I do not get along?

· How safe are the dorms? How safe is the campus?

· Are freshmen required to be on campus? Do they live in freshman dorms?

· How does your resident advisor system function?

FOOD SERVICE

· Do you have your own food service or an outside caterer?

· Must I purchase a meal ticket? How many meals per week?

· Is there a salad bar? Choice of entrees?

· Are special diets available?

FINANCIAL AID

· Will applying for financial aid have any impact on admission decisions? What about students placed on the waiting list?

· What costs does the college budget cover? Are transportation and personal expenses included?

· How is financial aid awarded to students?

· Is financial aid based on need? Based on merit?

· Are all students’ needs met completely? If not, whose need is met?

· How much of their need is met?

· What happens after freshman year?

· Do special groups (athletes, musicians, legacies, minority students) receive special treatment?
· How many students receive financial aid? Scholarship aid?

· What are the financial aid application procedures and deadlines? What forms must be submitted? What are the procedures for Early Decision applicants?

· When do students learn about their financial aid package? How and why might extensions be provided for the May 1 reply date?

· What employment opportunities are available for students not receiving financial aid?

· Does the institution have an installment payment plan? What about other financing options?

OTHER

· What differentiates your school from all of the other small liberal arts institutions?

· What is the endowment?

· What kinds of personal qualities do students here tend to have? How can I tell if I would fit in?

· In what ways do your students attribute their growth to their (name of college) education?

· What is the philosophy, mission, purpose of the University?

· If you could change something about the University, what would you change?
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 Campus Visit Checklist
CALL AHEAD (DON’T WRITE) AND ASK ABOUT


[     ]
Appointment for interview


[     ]
Tour times and starting point


[     ]
Distance/directions


[     ]
Special accommodations



[     ]  Dining Hall

[     ]  Dorm
[     ]  Class/Events Schedule


[     ]
What to bring


[     ]
Information that can be mailed to you in advance

RESEARCH THE COLLEGE


[     ]
Visit the college’s web site

[     ]    Read viewbook, catalogue

PREPARE AN AGENDA


[     ]
What do I need to know about the college?



[     ]   List of questions


[     ]
What do I want the college to learn about me?



[     ]   Resume

[     ]   Transcript

[     ]   Portfolio

DURING YOUR VISIT ALLOW PLENTY OF TIME TO:


[     ]
Take a tour


[     ]
Have an interview


[     ]
Sit in on a class that interests you


[     ]
Try the food


[     ]
Meet a professor


[     ]
Pick up information and applications


[     ]
Stroll around the town and campus and browse through stores

AFTER THE VISIT


[     ]
Make notes to refresh your memory later on


[     ]
Jot down lingering questions


[     ]
Send thank-you notes

