SAT vs. ACT: How do the Tests Compare?




SAT





ACT
When is it

Seven times per year



Six times per year

administered?

What is the test
Ten-section exam: Three Critical

Four-section exam: English

structure?

Reading, three Math, three


Math, Reading, and Science




Writing, and one Variable


Reasoning. (Writing section



(unscored, multiple-choice)


which is optional. Make sure



Section.




to check the colleges you are









applying to for test requirements.)

What is the test
Math: up to 9th grade basic


Math: up to trigonometry.

content?

geometry and algebra II.


Science: charts, experiments.




Science: none




Reading: four passages, one




Reading: sentence completions

each of Prose Fiction, Social




short and long critical reading


Science, Humanities, and Natural




passages, reading



Science.




comprehension.



English: stresses grammar.




Writing: an essay, and questions

Writing: an essay (optional)




testing grammar, usage and




word choice.

Is there a penalty
Yes





No

for a wrong answer?

How is the test
200-800 per section, added


1-36 for each subject, averaged
scored?

together for a combined score A

for a composite score. A 36 is the




2400 is the highest possible


highest possible composite




combined score.



score.

Are there other uses
Scholarship purposes.



Scholarship purposes. Certain

for the exams?






statewide testing programs.

Best time to

At least six weeks before the test

At least four weeks before the

register?

date.





test date.

Need more

College Board



ACT, Inc.

Information?

(866) 756-7346



(319) 338-1000




sat.collegeboard.com  



www.actstudent.org
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SAT or ACT?
Information provided by www.kaptest.com

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://ad.linksynergy.com/fs-bin/show?id=MHASqJlL3E4&bids=20091.10000011&type=3&subid=0" \* MERGEFORMATINET 

You might wonder why you have to choose between the SAT and the ACT--maybe one of the two is favored by the students in your school. Ten or 20 years ago, choosing which test to take wasn't even an issue. Until recently, the ACT was traditionally required by colleges in the midwest, and the SAT was the test of choice in the northeast and on the east and west coasts. But now an increasing number of students are taking the ACT, and the majority of schools in the United States now accept both SAT and ACT test results. 

How This Affects You
This increased acceptance of the ACT gives today's savvy students a strategic advantage. The SAT and ACT are significantly different tests, and in many ways, they measure different skills. So depending on your particular strengths and weaknesses, you may perform much better on one test than the other. As a result, many students embarking on the admissions process are now considering both the SAT and ACT--to figure out which test provides a better showcase for their abilities. 

What's the Difference?
Admissions officers and educators often describe the difference between SAT and ACT in these terms: the ACT is a content-based test, whereas the SAT tests critical thinking and problem solving. This perception is one reason many educators (off the record) express a preference for the ACT--because they believe that the ACT is closer to testing the "core curriculum" taught in most school classrooms. In fact, this contrast isn't exactly watertight. Many questions on the ACT test critical thinking, and there is a predictable range of material that's tested on the SAT. But the SAT and ACT reward different attributes, so performing well on each test can boil down to what kind of test taker you are. 

Here are some of the factors that make the SAT and ACT very different breeds: 

· The ACT includes a science reasoning test; the SAT does not. 

· The ACT math section includes trigonometry. 

· The SAT tests vocabulary much more than the ACT. 

· The SAT is not entirely multiple choice. 

· The SAT has a guessing penalty; the ACT does not. 

· The ACT tests English grammar; the SAT does not. 

Remember, both the SAT and ACT are important parts of your application, but they're only one of several factors--from your courses and grades to recommendations and your personal statement--that colleges consider. 

	

The Power of Prediction
While the SAT and ACT are very different tests, they both fulfill the same role in the admissions process.





